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CHRISTIANITY. © | 
Prov'd in a plain and eaſy Manner, 
ſuitable to the Caracirixs of All. 


Deſign'd for the USE of 


Schools and FAMILIES; 


That the YouTu of the Kingdom 
may be Inſtructed in the Grounds of their 
RELIGION, or the Evidences of its 
coming from G O D, in order to guard 
them againſt the Danger of INTIDEII TA 
when they grow up, and keep them ſted- 

faſt in the FAI T H into which they 
were 3 
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Chriſtian Religion. 
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R E you reſ olved to conti- 
nue in the Faith of Chriſt, 
— 25 c you were bap- 4 
reſolved ſo to do; 
and will, by God's Grace, continue 
in it to the End of my Life. [ 2 . 
„. Why are you reſolved to do 
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A. Becauſe I am certain that Jeſus 
was ſent from God to reveal His 
A 2 Will; , 
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Wil # 3 Nd that FRA TY * 27 AL of 1 
was sche D Doctrine of God who ſent Bp. 


5 N 1 am Affäre of it ; 1 Fog 
is Hiftory of his Life recorded ir in the 
SGoſpels of the New Teſtament; and, 
2dly, From the Reception and Succeſs 
which his Religion met withat its fixſt 


ſetting out, or when it was firſt pub- | 
liſhed to the +6 


EY 
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The Divine 2 2 po our 323 


proved from the Hiſtory of his Life 


recorded in the. New. Teftament. © 
VV HAT. do y you find in this Hi- 
ſtory of his Life, which aſſures 
vou that . ies Teacher fent From, 
"*God?.., 985 
41 find, it in . 1 ft Place; That be 
was. the Perſon whoſe coming from 
God to ſave Mankind, or to obtain 
for them, by his Death, Terms of Par- 
don and Acceptance, was foretold and 
promiſed in the Old Teſtament. This 
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— Religion. 


is: affumed in ſeveral Places of! he 
| Goſpels; z the Writers of which being 

guided by the Spirit of- Truth, (as ] 
appear preſently) could not affirm a 


Falſhood, or miſtake and mifapply | 
the P TE of _ Old Teſtament. 


* % *. 


God — M 65 , 155 "Miſſion 9 7 


muſt be divine. 


2dly, 1 find that Gut da twice 
2 "uy by a Voice from Heaven, 
to be his beloved Son, in whom he was 
A Bow: 


a 


John I. 45. We have found him, of whom Moſes 
in the law, and the prophets did write, Jeſus of Naza- 
reth, the ſon of Joſeph. 


"Er IV. 25, The woman faith unto him, I know 


at Meſſias cometh, which is called Chriſt : when he is 


come, he will tell us all things. 1 faith unto her, I 
that ſpeak unto thee, am he. b 


Matt, XVI. 15, 16. He faith unto hem, But whom 
ſay ye that J am:— And Simon Peter anfwered and ſaid, 
Thou art Chrift, the fon of the living God. 


John VI. 67. Then faid Jeſus unto the twelve, Will - 


ye alſo go away ?—Lord, To whom ſhall we go? Thou 
haſt the — of blernal life: And we believe, and are 
ſure, that thou art that dunn the fon of the Ming 
God. 
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4 will pl 1. Thar is | how coming 
into the World was Perfectly agreea 


ble to him, and whom he had Een 
purpoſe to reveal his Will. a 


30 hy, I find that he did fk 1 — 
as ne Man cam do, except God be — 
bim. He foretold ſeveral Events which 
could not be foreſeen by human Wi/- 
| dom; and he performed ſeveral Works 
which could not be done by human 
Power, or, indeed, by any other Agent 
but himſelf, or ſome intelligent 
Being ommiſſionel by him. 


2. What did he foretel that human 
77 fol could not foreſee? 


* He e foretold that he ſhould die 
by. 
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2 Mare. III. 16, 17. And Jeſus * e 
went up Araightway out of the water: and lo, the hea- 
vens were opened unto him :— And lo, a voice from hea- 
— 'iaying, This is my beloved Son, in whom I am well 

ſed. 
Mite. XVII. 5. While he yet ſpake, behold, a bright 
cloud Fu © them : and, behold, a voice out of the 


cloud, which ſaid, This is my beloved Son, i in whom _ 
well ow hear ye him. 


of w. Chrifp 
by Crucifixion;- that . 


ge ſhould be delboyed; chat 


ſhould riſe from the Dead within 


three Days after his Crucifixion; that 


his Apoſtle ſhould preach his Dodtine 
in all the World; that the: ſhould: con- 
firm it t by miraculous Works; and that 
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Matt. XX. 18, 19, Behold, we go up to „Jeden, 
and the Son of man ſhall be betray d unto the chief prieſts, 
and unto the ſcribes, and they ſhall condemn him to death, 
and ſhall deliver him to the Gentiles to mock, and to 
ſcour, and to erucify him. Mark X. 33, 34. 


» Matt. XXIV. 1, 2. And Jeſus went out, and de- 
parted from the temple, and his diſciples came to him, for 
to ſhew him the buildings of the temple. And Jeſus faid 
unto them, See ye not Al cheſe ching; Verily I ſay unto 
you, there ſhall not be left here one ſtone upon another, 
that ſhall not be thrown down. 


Matt. XVII. 22, 23. And while they abode in 84. 
lilee, Jeſus ſaid unto them, The Son of man ſhall be be- 


trayed into the hands of men, and they ſhall kill him, and 


the thind day he du be raiſed again. Mart, XVI. 21,» 


y 4 737 l. 9. But ye ſhall receive power after that the 

Holy Ghoſt is come upon you; and ye ſhall be witneſſes 
unto me, both in Jeruſalem, and in all Judza, and Sa» 
maria, and unto the uttermoſt parts of the earth. 


* Mark XVI. 175 18. And theſe ſigns fall follow 


them that believe: in my name ſhalt they caſt out devils, 
they ſhall ſpeak with new tongues, they n wal take up fer- 

pents; and if they drink any deadly thing it ſhall not hurt 
them; they mal lay han 


recover. 
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. " Of h TRUTH... 
ic ould prevail i in ſpight of all Oppo- 
tion.” All which Events actually came 
to paſs, as he foretald they ſhould: and 
yer they could not be foreſeen, by hu- 
Man: Knowleape, becauſe. they. were 
vaſtly. unlikely, and, humanly k 


ing, impoſſible. 


9. What did he perform which 710 
Man can do except God be with him? 

A He gave Sight to the Blind, 
Feet to the Lame, Speech to the 
Dumb, and Life to the Dead, only 
with a Word s ſpeaking; which are 


Works 


A « Avec XVI. 18. I ſay unto thee,” Thou art Pothr, and | 
upon this rock I will build my church, and the gates of 
bell ſhall not prevail againſt it. Mate. NIV. 14.— 
VIII ig. | 
*» Matt. XV. zo. And great aha came unto him, 
having with them thoſe that were lame, blind, dumb, 
maimed, and many others, and caſt them dowyn at Jeſus 
feet, and he healed them: inſomuch that the multitude 
wondered when they ſaw the dumb to ſpeak, the maimed 
to be whole, the lame to walk, and the blind to ſee; and 
they glorified the God of Iſrael. 
- © Luke VII. 14, 15. And he ſaid, + ings man, I fay 
unto.thee, Ariſe, And he that Was dead, fat up, and began 
to ſpeak. 

John XI. 43, 44. And when Ka had thus ſpoken, he 
cried with a loud voice, Lazarus, come forth. And he that 


was dead, came forth, bound hand and ect with grave | 
cloaths. 
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Works that exceed all human. P. e. 3 
and which no Creature whatever can 
do, unleſs God permits, or commit 
ſions him to do them; which, is = 
ſame in Effect, as His doing them him- 
r 

9. Them. ho you a. 5 — 
Hiſtory of his Life, in which you find 
theſe Particulars, is true? 

A. I know, in the frſt Place, F 
it was written by thoſe to whom it is 
now aſcrib d, becauſe it has been own'd 
as their Work in every Age quite c down 
from their own Times: that is, each 
Goſpel of the New Teſtament has been 
cited in every Age as the Work of that 

Author whoſe Name it now bears., 
4 * know, 


Every Book is to be deem'd genuine, or _ Work of 
that Perſon whoſe Name it bears, which has always been 
' accounted his Work from the Time in which it was writ= 
ten. Thus, the Poems of Homer and Virgil, the Com- 
mentaries of Cœæſar, the Hiſtories of 1 5 and Tacitus, 
and the like, arè univerſally deem'd the Works of theſe 
Authors, becauſe they have all along been 'own'd and re- 

ceiv'd as ſuch: And fo the Four Gh are, for the ſame 
Reaſon, to be accounted genuine. Huſebius reckons; them 
among the Books of divine Scripture receiv d by Dl 
Conſent, Eccl. Hift, Lib. 3. c. 25. 
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In W in is proc hee, that 
thee Writers could not be miſtaken; 
they had either perſonal Knowledge of 
what they record in Relation to our 
Saviour's Miniſtry ; or elſe received it 
from thoſe who had ſeen and heard 
him. 

1 know, in che third Place, Wi 
they were faithful Writers: They did 

not invent a Story to impoſe upon the 
World, but related real Truth, and 
nothing elſe. | 
„ How can you be certain of 

this? 85 

AI am aſſur d of it b cer 
Reaſons. : 

Tf, Becauſe they had no manner 
| of Temptation to impoſe. upon the 

PEE. N t 


att. 3 ** tt. 


— ——— 2 2 


Gratins W That ns are Cited oy Tuſtin, 1 es 
© Mets, Clemens, and then afterwards by others, under the 
Names they now bear. De Ver. Rel. Chr. Lib. 3. c. 2. 

'The fame Thing is proved more at large by Fae. 
Demen. Evang. p. 29. 8%. 

The Genuineneſs of theſe Books is alſo very well pro- 
ved by 1 Biſhop of en in his Third oh ares _ 
p. 15, Oc. 
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World oy an invented Story, or to 
in ſo wicked an Enterprise; 
and it is | perſegtly unnatural for Men 
to do what they know to be wicked, 
without any Motive to induce” them, 
to it. . * 
A2 aly, Becauſe they er 4 all Sort 
of rant for the ſake of their Report, 
and at length ſeal'd it unanimouſly 
with their Blood. They firſt expos d 
themſelves to Feten by their Re- 
port, and then perſiſted in it, not to 
avoid Death, but to meet it. And 
could they have done this for the fake 
of a Falſity? It is plainly unnatural 
chat they ſhould, and therefore may 
well paſs for 222 
34ly, Becauſe their low Conilitioh | 
of Like render'd them the leaſt apt to 
Deſign, and the leaſt © qualify'd to at- 
tempt ſo great a Project, as the intro- 
ducing of a new Religion into the 


World by the Dint of "ROY and : 
N Fl 
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ably? Becau ſe God himſelf atteſted 
their Veracity, by the Signs and Won- 
ders he enabl d them to perform. 
Their doing of which appears plain | 
ly from their ſpreading the Goſpel; in 
* World, which they could not poſ- 
ſibly have done without the Power of 
Miracles. dy! 

5 thly, Becauſe el Particulars of 
their Hiſtory are atteſted both by Je- 
72 and Heathen Writers. Theſe Au- 
thors agree with them in ſeveral Facts 
they relate; and as they were Enemies 
to the Chriſtian Religion, and cannot 
be ſuppos'd to copy after, or to favour 
the Evangeliſts, their Concurrence with 
them is a great Confirmation of the 

Truth of their Hiſtory. 

What are the Particulars related 
by Won: „that are alſo affirm'd by 
Sowiſh or Heathen Writers. : 
A They are theſe that follow :,. 
*; The general Expectation of the 
ng of a great Perſon in Judæa, 
who 
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A ; 
Hiſtorians, Ly gi and F 2 


age . acknowledge by 


who: ſhould be Governor of the World, 
# Left bin Ja - 3 f +FTTRD Cot 
which we read ol in feveral Places of. 


5 he Goſpels, 3 armed by ON 


4 1255 5 0 I TG 1 
as, Jeſus of Nasaretb, brig 0 Wed n 


Tudea 1za when e ee of 
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an Tie 25 1 2 


both | 
written 2d that;T ime.” 1 139 
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3. 
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nius, you.” Plinius Junior, Phlzgon 


Numenius, Lucianus, Trajanus, Antoninus Pius, Marcus 


m_ rc 271 — 1008 
Sn 297 C534 Os... 9 4 | k p1 7&0 77555 $5 1 
1 in] Percrebuerat Oriente to- Plur r ſuaſio inerat, 
ee Wen to vetus & cbnſtans BAT ant hs ako li- 
muſed E heir hearts off nio, eſſe in Fatis ut eo bris contineri, 20 ipl6 
John, whether he were temport ullza profecti fempera fore: ut valeſ⸗ 
the Os or not. Luke| rerum * In oo xe Orien, pr 
Ut. Veſp. c. 4. dza rerum. potirentur. 
e When Je-þ An ancient and con- Ton p le were per- 
* was born in Bethle- _ inion had ſpread uaded that it was con- 
. a, in thg 1 * L the; Eaſt, thatftain' d in che ancient 
rod the king, it was declared in the] Books of the prieſts, 
e came wiſe] Prophetick Books, that} t Ee Eaſt thould pre- 
2 4. the Eaſt toſat that time ſome per- out of Juden 
eruſalem, a ing, where] ſons from Judza ſhould ſhould alte Governors of 
he that is" born king obtain the Empire of the the World. 
* of the Jews? for we World. | | | 
have feen his ftar in the ä 2 3. —4—— — ANG? . 
Eaſt, and are come to 
, rÞ nd ani 3 MD nao ni) 
Fobn i. 19 to 27. e e 
J N 
Jebn vi. 14, 1 5. 
Jobn x. 24. 
Matt. xi. 2, 3. 
Lule ii. 38. 
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Philifephus. Grot, de Ver. Lib. 2. c. 1. ets oa 
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ud 95 Poor Woman, 
> Dap rs ; and that. he 
fled into Egyße for fear of | Herod, is 
atteſted, by Cel/us,* Wh. was 2 "Hea- 
then. = 80 likewiſe his Birth at Berble- 
bem was entered upon Record, in the 
Regiſter that was made by Augit tus s 
Order, containing the Names and Cir- 
cumſtances of all the People in the 


Province of Syria. To this Regiſter 
4 tin Martyr and Tertullian app 


A proof of ks Birth at Bethlehom. 


_- 4thly, The A ppearance of a Star at 
ks Birth is —.— by Celſus;e and 
this, together x with the Journey 1 the 

Chaldean 


W 4 : ; F 509. ViE5 FS Cats FHF — 


« Orig. cont. Cell. Lib. 1. 35 22, 51. 


„ Apol. to ee Pius, c. 44. Bethlehem, where 
Chriſt Jeſus was born—as you may ſee in the Lenka! 
Tables of Cyrenius, the firſt Prefect of Tudea, 

1 e e Marcion, Book IV. c. 7. There is in 


rchiyes the Regitter of Auguſtus, a moſt faith- | 
fil Weg of our Lord's TRY. 


| Ong. cont, Cell. Lib. 1. P. 1 


| 


— 


A Idan Wiſe: Men, is « afemed by 
| Chaledins the Platoniſt.! er 12 
gtbly; The Cruelty of Hen! in or- 
ge all the Children of two Years 
old and under to be kilfd, is atteſted 
by Macrobius a Pagan Writer of the 
fourth Century; who alſo reports, that 
Auguſtus, hearing that one of Heraus 
Sons was {lain among the Children, 
made this keen Reflection, That 7 wy 
better to be Herod's Hog, than his Sams 
__ .  Gtbly, That Jeſus was a Prophet, 
foretdld future Euents, is atteſted 
| by Phlegon a Pagan re of the-ſe- 
Ne and that he wrought 


Gre de Ver. Lib, 3, c. 144. * 

Hammond 's Prac. Catec. p. 425. 7 Edit. 6 
Huet. Demon, p. 41. Novum ſidus poſt Chriſtum n Nav 

tum apparuiſſe, ad eumque magos veniſſe, non diffitetur 
J aligns, ſed ad cauſas naturales fake ortum accomodare 


0 Macrs. Lib. 2. K. 4. The Carib againſt this Tor 
ſtimony of Macrobius lately mais d by the Infidels, have 
been confuted by the learned Biſhop of Durham, in his 
Vindication of the Defence of Chriſtianity, p. 464, e. 


© Prophetam. ſuiſſe Jeſum, futuraque ab eo cognita, & 
prædicta tradidit in thronicis Phlegon, Hadriani Impers+. 
toris libertus, Huet, Demon, Þ 42, e 
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Niles scha as healing of the Lame,) 


+ bt and Blind, and caſting out Devils, is 


own d by Jeur, n ebene "ad 
Mabometums.e iht 13 2171-116 i 35 


e The CIR] WEL of Chrift un⸗ 
der Pontius Pilate, i is related by Taci- 
ru; Who, after recounting” be Cruel- 
tles inflicted by Mero on the Chriſti 
= ans adds theſe Words, De ' Author of 
ev Mane was Cbriſt, who, in the 
Nenn of Tiberius, was Pu bo 2 by 
abe Prbturator Pontius Pilate.“ The 
ſame Thing is ow n' d by the Jews, who 
give to Chr: and to His Diſciples, ai 
Name of * taken from his 


; 2815 "ny "ye 


The Fews own. iv in their Talmud, Lib. 4. c. 6. 

> Celſus and lian own it too. Fhe Words of Celfus 
are cited by -Origen, Lib. 1. p. 53: and the Words of 
Julian by Cyri4,” Lib. 6. rot. Lib. 2. c. 5. I 


"© Muhammedani non ſolum prodigiis a Chriſto Ie 
perpetratis adjungunt fidem; ſed pleraque etiam ipſi affin- 
gunt 1 in Alcorano, quæ vel incertis auditionibus, vel, quod 
potius reor, ex Apocryphis Libris a fœneo ipforum prophe- . 
to hauſta ſunt. Huer. Demon. p. 749. 


1 Auctor nominis- ejus Chriſtus, qui Tiberio imperitante . 
per procuratorem ee Pilatum ſuppleio affectus erat. 
Amal. Lib. 15. 2 8 | 
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0 Some of 0 an Ad 
„ cinen e attending his Crucifixi- 
on; ſuch as the Earthquake and mira- 
culous Darkneſs, are atteſted by Phe: 
gon; and likewiſe by other Heathen 
Writers, as Euſebius reports. The 
Death and | Reſürrection of Chriſt, to- 
gether with the Circumſtances attend- 
ing them, are atteſted alſo by Pontius 
Pilate, the Roman Governor, who ſent 
an Account of them to his Maſter 77. 
berius; and moreover recorded them 
in the Acts of his Government, or the 
Memoirs he made of the Jewiſb Ar- 
fairs we! bs ROPES, : 
| OT 5 Sy 1 > bt 5 2 


114 p 1 
1324.9 2 err! 4. - * = - 2 


2 


e call Chriſt, The Hamas, and — call Chri- 
he Wonſbippers of the Hanged. In the Talnudical 
| Book, call be are theſe Words: On the Eve 
_ of the Paſſover they hanged Feſus. Huet, Demon. p. 42. 
7 b cle, reports this 2 Chronicon, p. 158. 4 
© Pilate is ſaid to have atteſted theſe Things two Ways: 
A By an Expreſs written to Tiberius, and by him pre- 
ſented: to the Senate: Which is grounded on the great Re- 
putation of Tertullian who aſſets it; and on the general 
Cuſtom of Governors ſending, to the Emperor an Accoun 
of all ſuch Paſſages as were remarkable. | 2dly, 
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Baptiſt, and his Execution by Herod, 
is related by Joſephus, who alſo ſpeaks 
of James the Brother of Chriſt; of 
Cyrenius, Pontius Pilate, Feſtus, and 
Felix: likewiſe of John and Alexan- 
dier, of Herod, Herodias, and Agrip- 


Pas, 


* * 
n 4 * 1 
- : _ — — 


ALaly, By Records written in Tables of all Things of 

oment which were acted in his Government, The 
ancient Romans were deſirous to preſerve the Memory of 
all remarkable Paſſages that happened in the City; and 
this was done either in their Acta Senatus, or Acta diurna 
Populi; which were diligently made, and carefully kept 


&. » I „ * 


at Rome. In the ſame manner, the Governors of the 
Provinces took Care that all Things worthy of Remark 
ſhould be written in publiek Tables, and preſerv'd as the 
Aa in their Government. And agreeably to this Cu- 
ſtom, Pontius Pilate kept the Memoirs of the Fewiſh Af- 
fairs, which were therefore call'd Ada Pilati; in which 
an Account was given of our bleſſed Saviour; and the 
primitive Chriſtians did appeal to them in their Diſputes 
with the Gentiles, as to a moſt undoubted Teſtimony, &c. 
Biſhop Pearſon on the Creed, Art, 4. Wo 


Ut Actus Senatus, & Acta Diurna Populi Romani con- 
ficiebQtur, fic & in provinciis Romanis idem a præſidibus 
& Cæſarum procuratoribus factum eſt: qui ad Imperatores 
ſæpiſſimè de rebus alicujus momenti epiſtolas ſcripſerunt, ut 
| * obſervare eſt in Romanis hiſtoriis. Pontius igitur 

ilatus, & acta conficienda curaſle, & epiſtolam de Chri- 
ſto ad Tiberium miſiſſe fertur. De actis clare loquitur 
Juſtinus Martyr.— De actis aut epiſtola Tertullianus, &c. 
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pa, and ſeveral others; and he agrees 


with the New Teſtament in bows he 
T 
Laſtly | Foophus ſpeaks of: on Gavi- 


our in * 18 Book of his Antiqui- 

ties, Chapter the 4. His Words are 

theſe: © At that Time (to wit, under 

« the Government of Pontius Pilate) 

cc was Jeſus; a wiſe Man, if it be la w- 

\ « ful to call him merely a Man: For 

ec he was the Performer of divers won- 

&« derful Works, and the Inſtructor of 

c thoſe who willingly embrace the 

Truth: and he drew unto him ma- 
&« ny Jews and Greeks to be his Fol- 

« lowers, This was Chriſt, who be- 

< ing accuſed by the Princes of our 

Nation before Pilate, and after- 

« wards condemned to the Cxoſs by 

« him, was ftill eſteemed by thoſe 

_ <. who followed him from the begin- 

ning; for he appeared to them alive h 

e the third Day after, as the divine 

- Prophets had foretold, who pro- 

1.  pacly d this, as well as other won 


Wa. +: * derful 
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60 =O T 13 at * HAY and 
from that Day forward, the Race 
« of Chriſtians, 15 called from Him, 
© hath.never ceas d. 

2. What do you collect . the 


Reaſons given for the Feiryfulde of 
the Evangeliſts ?,,, 


A. collect that their Hiſtory hes 
all the Evidences of Truth that any 
Hiſtory can have: It is written by Men 
who knew what they relate, or received 
it from Rye and Ear Witneſſes: it is con- 


firm d, 


. This is the famous Paſtas of 7 TM 655 which 
there hath been much Diſpute whether it be genuine or 
no. The Reaſons for its being written by Jeſepbus, 
which Euetins gives, and Daubuz farther confirms, are, 
1 9 8 very ſtrong and convincing. Demon. Evang. 
8 175, This Paſſage is in all the Copies of Paſephus, both 
Manuſcript and Printed. 

240, It is cited as his by many Authors of great Cre- 
dit; eh as E 2 Ferom, &c. 

3 y, It is ſcarce probable, that Foſephus, who was a 
Anigent Hiſtorian, ſhould, in recounting the Affairs of the 
Jews, take no notice of ſo remarkable a Perſon as Jeſus 
was, who, by taking the Character of Chriſt, and per- 
forming of Miracles, had rais'd ſuch great Commotions in 
the Jewiſh Nation ; eſpecially conſidering that 5 ſe oſephus 
jr rape 'd John the Bapt ft, and James the rother 
of Feſuss 

2. 4 The Sty le and Manner of Diction is > like Foſe- 
phus ; it is the Hallen, i/fick Style, and ſuch as he com- 
monly uſes, This is very accurately prov'd by Daubux. 


, w 


— 


"Gimp! d, in \ Paints of chit Moment, by, 


the Teſti ny of their Enemies; and 


it is confirm d moreover by the Death 
of its Authors; which makes it more 
credible than Any: RR H Wong in d 
World. 

. 8 as am N a. 15 
Truth, I am certain alſo of the Facts 
related in it, and of the Divine Miſ- 
ſion of Jeſus. which thoſe Facts aſſert. 
And ſince ſuch Certainty of it, requires 
me in all Reaſon to believe it, I think 
it is my Duty ſo to do; and this binds 
me farther to conſider the Precepts.of 
the Goſpel as the Laws of- God, and 
to obſerve them univerſally to the beſt 
of . Wa, 572. 
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CHAP. II. 


The Divine Miffion of our Hl 
proved from the Reception and Suc- 


cet which his Doctrine mer with i in 
. . orla. | 


7H 0 were «the Perſons to * OY 


2.) 
| the Goſpel was preach d at its 
galt ſetting out ? 


A. It was preached at the begin- 


ning to the ow and Gentiles, who 


were both prejudic'd againſt it by their 


Education; the Fews — been 
brought up in the Law of Moſes, for 
which they retain'd the higheſt Reve- 
* rence; and the Gentiles having been 
- brought up in Idolatry and Superſti- 
tion, which they equally rever'd. _ 

Q. Did theſe People embrace it, 
notwithſtanding their Prejudices a- 
_ gainſt it? 


A. Great 


of }he 2 Rege. 0 45 ; 


W Great Multitudes of them did 
Tho the TH ices ot Education are 


N 


. "WF: e ws \ "and 
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| Jobe XI. Des 47. Many of 9 wh bad ad 
the things which Jeſus did, believed on him, — Then | 
thered the chief prieſts and the phariſees a council, Jus | 
If we let him thus alone, all men will believe on kim. 
Job XII. 19. The phariſees ſaid among, themſelves, 
Perceive ye how ye prevail nothing! ? Behold, the world b is 
gone after him. 3107 

* Per. 42, Among the chief ruler alſo many believed on 

wn, 

Aeg VI. 7. And the a of God increas » 2 che 
number of the diſciples multiplied in Jeruſalem greatly, and 
a great company of the prieſts were obedient to the faith. 

Aas XXI. 20, Thou ſeeſt, brother, how man thou- 
fands (that i is, myriads, or ten thouſands) of Jews ere are 
which believe. 

Ad, XIV. 1. And it came to paſs i in Iconium,—that a a 
great multitude - of the Greeks believed. | 

Ad, XVI. 5. And ſo were the churches (that is, the 

churches of 88 Gentiles) eſtabliſhed. in the faith, and 

increaſed in number daily. 

Aets XXVIII. 28. The ſalvation of God is ſent unto 
the Gentiles, and they will hear it. 

Pliny atteſts the — Multitude of Chriſtians, i in an 
Epiſtle to Trajan. Ep. 97. Lib. x. 

Tertullian, in his Apology, ſays of the Chriſtians, «We 

“ are but of Yeſterday, and by to Day are grown up, and 

"7 „ overſpread your mpire ; ; your Cities, your Iflands, 

your Forts, Towns, Aſſemblies, and your very Camps, 
« Wards, Companies, Palace, Senate, Forum, all ſwarm 
« with Chriſtians. Your Temples indeed we leave to 
« your ſelves; and they are the only Places you can name 
« without Chriſtians, "_— c. 37. Rieves's Tranſlations. 
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which they had been bred for the G0. 


ec... 
2. Was there . Ig in 1 2 Ma- 
ture of the Dofrine, or in the Condi- 


tion of 5 its 2 or in the Manner 
which might induce 


F its Propoſal, 
them todo this? 


A As to the 5 of i Its „ LY 
it was by its Strictneſs very diſagreeable, 


and more likely, by far, to ſet Men 
againſt it, than to allure them to it. 


It promiſed no temporal Advantage to 
invite them, but foretold Dangers and 


_ Aﬀictions that rather tended to affright 
them from i "i 


As to the Condition of its Publi 2 


ers; they were Men of no Figure or 


Fortune in the World, not capable, 


by their Influence, to ſpread their Do- 


ctrine; they were Fiſhermen only, 
People of low Circumſtances in Life; 
and ing neither Learning nor Skill 
whereby to draw — Diſciples after 
them. 

As 


— —— 


* the þo Chriſtian e, 


with Power to force them to embrace 
it. 


A. This can no otherwiſe be ac- 


counted for, but that they ſaw the | 
Hand of God moſt DE es with! its. 


they ſaw many and great Miracles 
wrought by its Publiſhers, which con- 


vinced them that it was the Doctrine 


of God. If they had not ſuch Means 
to convince them, they muſt have come 
over to it, not only with6ut any natural 


Inducement, but againſt the ſtrongeſt J 


Motives to the contrary ; that is, their 
Converſion: muſt have been ſapernatu- 


ral or miraculous : Therefore God 


communicated: his Power to the A 
ps 9 


n * 


Pearſon, and urged with all the Force of which it is ca- 
pable.— On the Creed, Artic, 2d. 


2 


As to the Manner of its. Propoſed * 
it was not recommended with the Or- 
naments of Eloquence, or the Arts of 


Subtlety to delude Men, nor. back'd; 


; 2 How * RS the Fes Pt | 
Gentiles be prevail d on to receive it? 


2 This Argument 1s 3 ds handled by Biſhop 


5 071 th TRUTH 


| be wh thereby acknowledged their 
Dockrine to be his own. 705 3 
Boy .Was not the Goſpel, at its firſt | 
; ting out, violently 1 25 'd by the 
7 I Pow i 

7 . It is certain that the Rulers of 

5 th World, both Jewiſb and Heathen, 
did all they could to cruſh and ſup- 
pres it. They threatned, and impri- 
ſoned, and murdered, both thoſe who 


eac d it, and thoſe who embrac d 
i. 1 


„ How Joh this appe "Our A 

It appears from the Hiſtory of 
a N ew Teſtament, which is moſt 
credible in all Reſpects; and it appears 
alſo from the Writings of ſome Hea- 
then Authors as well as Chriſtian, who 
atteſt the Edicts that were made, and 
the Cruelties that were us d to deſtroy 
Chriſtianity. wh. 

. What was the Effect of theſe 

violent Meaſures ? 


Br | A. The 


— 


* 


3 > Fhetentnr, Voeirur, Prey! : Tuſtin Mar r, 1 an, | 
ques, Euſebius, Sulpicius Swe, &c. 


m 


A. The Effect was, cht the 6 ROS. 
inſtead of being ſuppreſs' d, only ſpread 3 
the more: It grew by Diſcourage-' » 
ment; it flouriſhed by Oppreſſion; it 

refiſted all the Learning, and Power, 
and Policy of the World combin d 
againſt it; and it was diffus d over the 
known Parts of the Earth, before the 
Civil Power came in to n and 
favour i $3 ee 9907 

9. How could his) come to pas Pl 

A. It was plainly owing to God's 
ſpecial Providence, which over- ruled 
the Attempts of its Enemies, and di- 
rected them to a quite different End 
from what they were aim d at. God 
. exerted his Power in various Miracles, 
| to induce Men' to embrace the Goſpel, 
and then gave them Courage and Con- 
ſtancy to ſuffer for it; by which Means 
it withſtood all Oppoſition; and the 
more it was a the more it FM 
. el ee 

Q. What do you colle&t God its 


being ſupported by fuch peel Provi- 
dence? NY 


"Of „. TRUTH 


; God; and that its preſent Recep- 8 
tion in the World, ariſing - from his 
Support of it at the beginning, is to us 


a2 .ſenſible Proof of its coming from him. 


t is a Fact which ſhows us that God 
own d it to be his Doctrine. 
"FS What is the Coplonuence: of 
this en 
A. The Conſequence i is, that I. am 


bound to believe it to be the Doctrine 


of God, and to receive it as ſuch. 
K. Why are you bound to do this?” 


4; 3 there is ſuch Proof of its 


coming from God, as is plain enough 
to be eaſily ſeen, and ſtrong enough to 
engage my Belief; ſo that it muſt be 
my own Fault, if I am not convinc'd ; : 
it muſt be owing either to Careleſſneſs 
or to Prejudice, which ſhuts out the 
Light that might convince me; there- 
fore Unbelief is a Moral I. niquity ; z it is 
contrary to the Reaſon and Truth of 
Things, and it incurs the Guilt and 


Pains of Sin, as any other Act of Im- 


morality does. 9. What 


; * E collect that it is the Doctrine 


if 


| 


( 


— ä FM * * 


. * 
. 
* 9 


"of th 2 2 2 age, E 


What is it that binds yo to re- 
En. the Goſpel as che Dodtrine Us 


God? 


A. The fame 15000 of its peng 
foo him, which binds me to believe 
it to be his Doctrine, binds me alſo to 
receive it as ſuch; that is, to conſider 
it as the Law of God, and to obey it 

univerſally, ſo far as I am able. I muſt 
uſe my beſt Endeavours, firſt, to know 
its Precepts, and then, to obſerve them. 


I muſt take Care to obſerve them all 


without Exception ; the Precepts, for 


Inſtance, relating to God, as well as 


thoſe relating to Men; they are equally 


the Precepts of God, and therefore 


equally demand my Obedience. If I 


wilfully neglect or tranſgreſs any of 
them, either thoſe on the one hand, 


that require Reverence, Worſhip, = 
lief, &c. in reſpect to God; or thoſe on 


the other, that require Futice, Equity, 


| Beneficence, &c. in reſpect to Men, it is 


plain that my Heart i is Not right 1 in the 


5 of Cod; 1 do not conform to his 


Will 
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' Willi in as ee. nor 8 as VN 
_ fing him, but my ſelf: And for this 
Ae I forfeit my Intereſt in the Sal- 
vation. purchaſed for all Men by Jeſus 
_ Chriſt ; the Condition of which, re- 
quir d on Man's Part, is this, That he 
walls before God with a perfect Heart, 

or ſerves him in Sincerity and Truth. 
2 What then do you walalue to 

> 3 

A I am 1 \s6/aly d, by the 
Grace of God, to — the Chriſtian 
Doctrine the Rule of my Life; I will 
obſerve every Precept to the beſt of 
my Power; I fee plainly, that my 
eternal Welfare in a future State de- 
pends upon it; and God forbid that I 
ſhould, for the fake of h umouring any 
| baſe Appetite, expoſe my ſelf, after a 
few Days of Vanity upon Barth, to ir- 
retrievable Ruin and endleſs Miſery. 0 
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H AT is Confirmation 7 
A It is an holy Rite, inſtituted by 
the Apoſtles, and uſed in all Ages of 
the Church, for the conveying to bap- 
tized Perſons, by the laying on of _— 
Biſhop's Hands, and by Prayers, the 
Gift of the Holy Ghoſt, to ſtrengthen 
and confirm them in their Chriſtian 
Courſe, and enable them to go thro 
it with Courage and Succeſs. 
Where do you find in Scripture 
Perry, ns Rite © was inſtituted by the 
Ireen; een 
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oh In the eig hth Chapter of FO a 
| Ads : Where we read, that when 
Philip had converted Gan: Samaritans 
to the Faith of Chi, and baptized » 
them; the Apoſtles ſent Peter and 
* Fohn to them, to convey to them, by 
Prayer, and the laying on of their 
Hands, the Holy Ghoſt, who before 
was not fallen upon any 2 them. 
hat has generally been con- a 
clu ded from. this Tranſaction of the 
4 Apoſtles? _ : 
9 A. It has been generally . 2 
5 juſtly concluded from it, that the ſame 
Rite, which was uſed by the Apoſtles, 
ſhould be continued in the Church: 

That the Biſhops alone, the Succeſſors | 
of the Apel, have Authority to 
| _ adminiſter it; and that the Grace of i 
= the. Holy. Ghoſt i is convey'd. by their 
|  Miniſtration of it, as it was by chat of 

l Alen, ... 

| Is not this the Senſe of the 

Church 1 England 9 Thog A 
A. It 
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of Gong e 


5 nat It is: For ſhe has ap aha. 
: requir'd her Biſhops. to adimiallber this 
Rice: She has order d all baptized Per- 
ſons to partake of it, as a neceſſary | 
Qualification fer their receiving the 
Lord's Supper; and ſhe teaches, that 
ghoſtly: Power and Strength. againſt all 
Tem ptations to Sin, is convey d by it. 

Q. Is it not Werren hora for 
you to be confimd / 

Al. Moft certainly it is 300 that, by 
| Projides: and, rate ng of the Biſhop's 
Krane 1 may receive the Influences 
of God's Spirit, to aſſiſt 1 ſtrengthen 
me to live in the Practice of my Du- 
=_ as I amid at ice Bapgiin. to 

il io 
2. What i is the moor Time "for 5 
you to receive Confirmation? 

A. When I come to Years of Tink 
Diferetion, as to underſtand what my 
God-fathers and God-mothers promi- 
ſed in my Name at my Baptiſm, and 
to be 00S; with due Seriouſneſs of 
C | Mind, 


| of ©o NF IMA T 70 d ; 


Mind; o acknowledg e my ſelf bound 
to perform this Pranite, "and 1 7 


to perform i it accordingly. 40 


L. Why is this wr Proper! Time to 
be fiend Pp? 
Al. Becauſe, by underſtanding the 


| Promiſe made Pon at my Baptiſm, 


and being able to rr otic and'renew 
it with Seriouſneſs of Mind, I ſhall 
partake of this Rite with the more 
Advantage. I ſhall be better p 


Par d and diſpos d to teceive the — : 


of” God's Spirit, thro? the Biſhop's 
Impoſition of Hands, 
xerefore- ee Fog to 

me in a more plentiful manner. 

. With what Preparation thee 


fore will you receive Confirmation? 


A. T will conſider, that in that holy 
Kee, Jam folemnly to confirm what 
my Sureties did for me at my Bap- 
tiſm ; to confeſs in the Preſence of 
God and the Congregation, that I am 


bound to "prac Chriſt's Religion, 


which 


— 


\ Of Conrinmatrion 833 
which they undertook in my Name; 
; and * to 2 with the Row | 
facred Solemaity,”t 8 will TP 


own TR my [210 bound to Jo. 


1 will conſider farther, that I ought 

o partake of this Rite, becauſe 4 
—_ by ſtles, eyer 
uſed In the k 0 Chr t, 22. 


directed by our own in particular : 
And I will ſtedfaſtly believe, ; 


partaking of it with theſe Thoughts 
upon my Mind, I ſhall receive tlie 
Holy Ghoſt to aſſiſt and comfort me, 


| as the Chriſtians of Samaria did, 1 3 
+ JN Confirmation. * | 
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9. . Y 3 you are qua- 
1 LY © lify'd to come to the Lord's 
| Supper: Tell me therefore what | 15 che 
TH per of the Lordꝰ i 

1% A. lt is a ſolemn Rite l 4 
our Saviour for theſe two, Purpoſes. 
4 | 1ft, To keep up a conſtant Remem- 
. brance of his dying as a Sacrifice for 
| ſinful Men; that is, to expiate their 
5 Sins, and obtain ori them Terms of 
* Pardon and Eternal Life. 2dly, To 
convey, or apply to thoſe Ee par- 
take of it with due Preparation, the 
Merits of his Death, or the Benefits 
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Of the 00's SurpuR 3 


of his Atonement; that is, the Pardon 
and Eternal Life, which it «bh * 
for Mankind on certain Terms. 

. How do you know that « bur 
Sr inſtituted this Rite to keep up 
a Remembrance of his dying as a * 
| entho> for ſinful Men? 

AI know / it from the holy 1 
hwy. $i in which dt is written, That the. 
Lord Feſus, the ſame Night in which 
he was betray d, took Bread and bleſſed 
it, and bebe it, and gave it to his 
Diſciples, and ſaid, Take, eat, this it 
my Body which is given for you; do 
5 in Remembrante of me. * che 
Same manner alſo he took the Cup, and 
gave Thanks, and gave it to them, ſay- 

ing, Drink ye all of it; for this is my 
Blood of the New Teſtament, which is 
| ſhed for yau, and for mamy, for the 
Remiſſm of Sins. This do ye, as off 
as drink it, in Remembrance of ine. 


a 


— 
— : 


Matt. XXVI, Les SON Eos Fon XI. 1 


F 


pi of the 18 bn aul 8 


Fos as oft as ye bur this Bread, and 
drink" ibis Cup, ye 4 av he Hh 8 
| Death till he come. „ |. 
pl. . Where are you afſurd 5 the 
=_ Meri of Chriſt's Death are convey'd. 
co the worthy Partakers of this Rite? 
KH A. In the following Paſſages; bo- 
= | ſo eateth my Fleſb, and drinlth my 
3 Blood,” hath Eternal Lie. He ho: 
1 leth in me, and I in him. The Cup of 
1 Bleſſing which we bleſs, is it not the 
1 Communion of the Blood of Chrift?. The 
| Bread which we break, is it not 'the 
F' Communion of 'the Body of Chriſt *? 
That is, the Bread and Wine in the 
Sacrament, are a Communication of 
the Benefits of Chriſt's Death, or of | 
the Atonement made by it: As they 0 
repreſent his Paſſion, ſo they convey 
the Merits of it to the 3 Reece 
ver. 
. What "Cale ſie is raquilite fos | 
the =” parking of the Lord's 
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chene | 1 6 {Chris 
Death, which purchaſed Terms of Sal- 


vation (bi all Mankind; to be heartily 
forry for my Sins, and ſincerely reſo]- 
ved to forſake them; and to be in per- 
ſect Charity with all the World, for- 
bearing and forgiving every Man, even 
as God, for e 8 "ON" ary Toy 
| ven A 
3 Where is this Preparation re- 
quired! ? i 
A. In the Flt/win Places; Lvl a 
Man examine himſelf, and fo Jet bivk 
eat of that Bread, and arink of that 
Cup. He that eateth and adrinketh 
 umoorthily, eateth and drinketh Dam- 
nation to himſelf, not diſcerning the 
Lord's Wy "This 40 in e nf 
of me.“ : 5 
A. What are he Reaſons — yOu 
ſhould frequently receive "ey Lord 8 
Supper ? 1 SY * 
| os 6d AThe 


"x 3h, XI. 28, 29, 31. See ale Matt. V. 24. 


2 


0 40 Of-2be LoxD's 8 UP PER; | 


A The Reaſons are ſeveral: | : 
I ſt, Beeauſe I am 9 to it by 


| the plain Coming: the ng, Order 


of Jeſus Chriſt. 1 
A⁊aly, Becau "ip as I am e of 
knowing this Command, Compliance 
with it is to me a neceſſary Term of 
Salvation, or a Condition of Pardon 
and Eternal Salvation requir d on my 
Part; the Neglect of the Sacrament is 
in me an Act of wilful Diſobedience to 
God, and ſo excludes me from the 
Benefits of Chriſt's Atonement; which, 


tho extending to all Men in general, 


yet are limited to this Condition, That 
they ſerve God to the beſt of their 
Power, or live up to the Law under 


which they are ſeverally plac d. 


3dly, Becauſe the frequent remem- 


ung of God's Love to Men in the 
| Death of Chriſt, and the frequent 


calling my ſelf to account, and reſol- 
ving to forſake my Sins, and lead a 


good Life, muſt, in the Nature of the 


2 "Is 


— oo een — one ene erm. — r 


Thing ae ine me to. walk | 


before ( a ee -r90h 
the receivi ; Sacrament- with, 


this Diſpoſition, "—_ actually ſeal my 
Pardon, and convey the Grace — God's 
Spirit, whereby J ſhall be confirm d 
and encourag 40 in all Goodneſs, and 
at Ae mh to ee Lite. 
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HOLY SCRIPTURE 
Ol: ADVANTAGE, . wg. 


2. RE. you not oblig d otten e 
— the holy Scripture? 

A Lam: The holy Scripture is the 
Power of God unto Salvation, is ap- 
pointed by him as a powerful, Means 
of effecting it. He commands me to 
11 and meditate upon it; and the 

frequent 


BM: 


a tne et ren PTT 
OE R L r L, r K ' ͤͤ oF rr i Fn 
—— cat * 


mung 
0 = lt oat” 
q = "= 
: _— 8 
4 — os _ 


Roe TEAS BCT Ae, 5.7; 


M r 2 hd %ͤ ͤ—ͤ̈Un;; ũ x nd REES * 
0 1 * * PR INS T7 I 9 * FR a6 * 9 1 : : * x dls ö — c bas; 5 N n 
* ” 
* — 
"1 © * 
1 £4 11 
: ##% \ +4 I * * $28 
* 
. 4 * 
3 00 | hs 


What Method is proper to be 

10 for gaining this Nr af of 
reading the Scripture 1 21. 
182 It is proper for me, Firft, To 
read it with a. ſincere Deſign of i in- 


forming my ſelf in the Wil of 0 God; 


in order to practiſe it; 


my Curioſity, or to amuſe my ſelf 


when I have nothing elſe to do; but 


purely that I may the better know my 
Duty, and more regularly perform it. 
Secondly, It is proper to read chiefly 
the plaineſt Books of Scripture, in which 
my Duty is delivered in the plaineſt 
Manner: Such as the Four Evapge- 
liſts, the Acts of the Apoſtles ; whoſe 
Parts of their Epiſtles which ] beſt ap- 


prehend; the Book of Pſalms, of Job, 
f Proverbs, and Eccleſiaſtes. It will 
de profile alfo to read in that Part 

of 


H heren th Ad 5 
of Sciiptite! ich is Silged Ape 
phal, the Book of the Wiſdom af | 2 — | 
lomon, of Eccleſiaſticus, and Barnch. 
| Theſe Books, ate the moſt uſeful and 
inſtructive, bee uſe the Plaineſt. yy 
teach me my Duty 3 in a moſt eaſy an 
edifying manner: And este 7 
ſhould moſt frequently read them, and 
not buſy my! Head in the hiſtorical or 
prophetical Books, which will do me 
very little Service, becauſe I can't un- 
derſtand them truly. If I negle& the 
eaſy Parts of Scripture, and lex 
myſelf with the difficult and obſcure 
ones, I may get fome ſtrange Notions 
by ſo doing, and wref tbe Seriprures 


fo my own ' 1 But if I take 
care to 18 iefly the plain and pra- 


ctical Parts, I may then ſometimes 
conſult the hiſtorical Books, which are 


the moſt ancientRecords inthe World, 
and alſo the prophetical Books; in 

which I may find many pathetical Ex- 
hortations to forſake Sin, and awaken- 


ing 
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Holineſs. 5 11 
. Thirdly, 5 It is proper. to 1 


at all Scripture being given Ey In. 


Piration of God, it is moſt certainly; 
Feoynſiſtent with itſelf. No one Place 


of it can be repugnant, or contradi- 


Rory to another: : And therefore, 1 
ou obſerve. thoſe Points of Faith, 
and Rules of Life, which are moſt 
plainly and frequently. taught, and 


underſtand - all other Places of Scrip- 


ture in Conformity to them. If I do 
not mind this Rule, I may be led 


into many dangerous Errors, by the 


ſeeming Repugnancy of one Text to 
another; but if 1 mind it, I can ne- 
ver err to my own Prejudice. 
 Fourthly, It is proper to be mind- 
ful, that the Examples recorded in 
Scripture are not always intended for 
my Rule and Direction. The F ail- 
ings and Sins of good Perſons are re- 
lated, as well as their Virtues: And 
5 I muſt 


ing Admonitions t to Ee Gol — 


ad ſuch or. ſuch Things, therefore 


ſelf by the Roles and Frecepts 
Seripture, as it is now emp 
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may do the ke. I muſt: 'govern's m 


the Books” of * the New Teſtament 
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what Conformity they bear to thoſe 
Rules, and direct my Practice ac- 
cordingly. 


, Laſth,. It yil be proper to com- 


pare one Placè of Scriptu re with ano- 
ther, as they are bens, in the Mar- 


gin of our Bibles. For thus I ſhall 


ſee the Doctrines and Rules of it in 
ſeveral Views, and various Expreſſi- 


ons, whereby they will more clearly 


inform, and more ſtrongly affect my 
Mind. I ſhall be better acquainted 
with the Phraſes of Scripture, and 
underſtand the Senſe of them the 
better. And the more Proficiency 
I make in the Knowledge of God's 


Word, 
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